beauty and variety, were taken from
both Christian and pagan temples. Above
the capitals from column to column rest
wooden ties or dosserets as a precaution
against earthquakes and against parting
asunder. Since the columns were rather
short, height was gained by raising stil-
ted arches on high imposts, a style which
was destined to become one of the main
characteristics of this architecture. In the
central nave and all around the court the
columns are used in pairs. This Mosque
of Qairwan is one of the earliest and the
most interesting examples of Muslim
Architecture. In it are found many of the
elements which went to form the Islamic
style in architecture, such as columns,
prayer-niches, square towers, pendentives,
arched niches, plaster decoration capitals,
bases and horse-shoe arches.
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